
Where is The Soul of any Community? 

Bill Ward, GA Chairman 

The recent devastation in Paris of Notre Dame 
prompts deep feelings about the significance of 
great works of art as embodying the collective soul 
of any community.  Many will remember that 
Kenneth Clark, in his acclaimed TV series, used 
Notre Dame de Paris as his opening example of 
what is meant by that enormously significant word 
‘Civilisation’.   The widespread lamentations of the 
people of Paris, the French Nation as a whole and 
the culturally sensitive world following this tragedy 
has demonstrated just how much this triumph of 

art from a distant age can mean to the contemporary mind. 

Works of art can embody the spirit of a community in a way that symbolises so 
much that can be important in any environment.  The Statue of Liberty in New York 
harbour so captured the 
hopes and yearnings of 
people fleeing persecution 
in Europe.  The Angel of the 
North represents all of the 
determination on Tyneside 
both to pay tribute to its 
declining heavy industry while asserting renewal and new life.  Michelangelo’s 
‘David’ is one of the works of art that defines Florence as the Renaissance city.   
There are many more examples of how the soul and spirit of a community can be 
captured in its public art.  In the end, it is this social coalescence which transcends 
all the necessary mundane actions to tackle more day-to-day problems. 

The beauty of Guildford, which has been asserted by many, should not be taken for 
granted. How can we guarantee in our planning, our architecture and our public art 
that we are doing our best to cherish our collective community’s soul.  We are not 
Paris, we have nothing as grand or defining as Notre Dame, but could we do more to 
define Guildford in artistic terms and reinforce this civilising sense of mutual 
fellowship? 
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What a wonderful Night! 
On Wednesday 6 March Guildford Arts hosted the 67th Exhibition Private View at 
Clyde & Co which sponsors Art@Work in their premises.  There were 102 guests 
attending and by the end of the evening Guildford Arts had sold 19 pieces. 

The fifteen minute talk by Jane Hawkins on “What Art means to a Society” was very 
well received and consequently she sold all six 
pieces of her work that evening. 

The food and wine, supplied by Clyde & Co, was 
very much appreciated in a very convivial evening 
with artists and guests. 

As Members please come along to these Private 
Views for the wide selection of art and the 
interesting talks that proceed the occasion. 

Artists please get in touch with Sue Dragon: sue@thedragons5.plus.com to show 
your work, it gets a positive reception and does sell. 

An Evening with Adam Aaronson 

FRIDAY 31 MAY at 6:30pm.   Cost £12  to include a glass of fizz and canapés.   
www.guildford-institute.org.uk    01483 562142 

In association with The Guildford Institute, this is the second evening in this series. 
Sit and relax on Friday 31 May with a glass of fizz and listen to raconteur Adam 
Aaronson our local, internationally renowned, glass wizard. 

Adam’s passion for free-blown glass, an 
unpredictable and seductive artistic medium, 
remains undimmed after almost forty years. 

He specialises in free-blown glass with coloured 
patinas drawing on painterly techniques.  His 
artworks relate to simple classical forms and he 
draws his inspiration predominantly from a love 
of natural landscapes, waterscapes and 
horizons.   

Adam also works with a number of fine artists, notable among these is fellow 
Surrey artist, Mary Branson, with whom he worked on her iconic New Dawn light 
sculpture which can be seen in Westminster Hall in the Houses of Parliament. 

“I think that most artists, myself included, really make art for the sake of making it.  
Some artists make great work that they never show to anyone.  However, you also 
need to find a balance between speculative work that may earn you plaudits, and 
bread and butter work that will pay the bills!” 

 

mailto:sue@thedragons5.plus.com
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Guildford Arts’ popular annual Summer Exhibition returns for its 24th year at the 
Mill Studio, an historic Victorian Building next to the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre. 

This year promises to be an exciting show with a wide 
variety of contemporary art from local and national 
artists in a variety of media, including glass, ceramics, 
sculpture, paintings, drawings, prints and photography. 

Appreciation and beauty of the natural world has    
inspired a number of artists, whose work includes                
atmospheric fine art photographs of still and stormy 
seas, three dimensional pieces including ceramics, 
bronze and resin bird sculptures, and work interpreting 
the movement and grace of the human figure. 

Other works on show include vibrant glass, bold screen 
prints, intricate drawings and delicate watercolour still 
life paintings; abstract artists provide layered and       
complex images and beautiful semi-abstract landscapes. 

The well-liked “Meet the Artist” event will be held each 
Saturday - this is a great opportunity to meet some of 
the artists exhibiting and find out more about their 
work and their techniques.  In addition several will be   
demonstrating their skill and there will be 
an opportunity to buy unframed work. 

The usual, ever popular, Art Quiz for younger visitors will be held   
during the exhibition, with drawing materials supplied. 

Open Wednesday 3 to Thursday 18 July    Mon-Sat 10:00am-6:00pm 

Additional information on each artist will be available in the          
Exhibition Guide and on w.guildfordarts.com 

and, of course, on ArtsEGG.uk 

www.guildfordarts.com                                                           ArtsEGG.uk 

GA’s 24th Summer Exhibition  
At Yvonne Arnaud, Mill Studio, 3 - 18 July 
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     The Eagle has Landed! 

For more information please visit: www.ochreprintstudio.co.uk 

With the arrival late in 2018 of a 19th century 
‘Columbian’ printing press complete with its 
cast-iron American eagle counterweight, Ochre 
has acquired a piece of printing history that is 
now being coaxed back to its former glory! 

Established in 2007, Ochre Print Studio is an 
open access fine art printmaking studio which 
encourages artists and printmakers of all 

abilities to engage in traditional and contemporary printmaking.  

Based in Guildford, this spacious and well-equipped studio is the largest in the 
south-east of England. It provides a safe, friendly and inclusive environment for 
screen print, intaglio, relief and textile printmaking. A varied programme of courses, 
talks and master classes by well established artists is offered throughout the year. 

Since the earliest days of printing with blocks of carved wood to today’s digital 
printers, innovative artists have adopted 
commercial printmaking techniques to 
realise their ideas. The flat, pop-art aesthetic 
of screen printing, the painterly monoprint, 
the textured collagraph and the sensitive 
etching, are just some of the printmaking 
techniques practiced at Ochre Print Studio. 

Their aim is to promote safer printmaking practices and processes which are less 
harmful to health and have a lower environmental impact than traditional methods. 
Less-toxic printmaking processes still use a variety of chemicals and substances and 
their ultimate safety is dependent on their informed use.  Funded by the Arts 
Council, Ochre’s new less-toxic etching facility with two new presses, opened in 
January 2017.  

Ochre’s strategy in 2019 is to focus on providing a best-in-class facility to the whole 
community, including ‘Ochre PrintAble’, a group of adults with learning difficulties 
who use the studio every Thursday. Ochre encourages newcomers to try their hand 
at printmaking and, by providing an innovative, hybrid printmaking facility with full 
training, to enable artists to experiment with multiple printmaking techniques. 

In addition to normal membership, Ochre Print Studio offers two annual Artist’s 
Residencies and a programme of three-monthly Intern/Traineeships.  Newcomers 
are encouraged to come and try their hand at printmaking and, in support of this,  
Ochre will be running a series of taster sessions during SAOS in June this year.  
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Caitlin Hefferman  info@surreyopenstudios.org.uk     

Surrey Artists’ Open Studios (SAOS) began in 2000 and has been running for 20 
years.  It provides artists across the county the opportunity to showcase their art 
within their homes and studios. It also gives a unique insight into the artist’s         
inspiration and their working environments.  

The inaugural open studios event was called I Spy and consisted of 73 studios which 
were open for nine days.  By contrast, this year the summer event will run for 16 
days and there will be 297 artists taking part in 180 studios, making it our largest 
event to date. 

Teri Smart has taken part since 2001 and says “SAOS is the best 
thing I do all year. I get to meet other artists and interested visitors 
and sell some things too!  It keeps me up to date with what’s going 
on locally and I try to visit other studios on days when I’m not open 
myself.” 

In 2018 there were over £200,000 in sales made across the county, with as many as 
19,000 visitors experiencing art first-hand by taking part in studio based workshops 
and demonstrations, as well as meeting and talking to artists based in Surrey. 

As well as expanding the offer for both established artists and new and old visitors 
alike, this year we are delighted to be supporting four emerging artists. They are 
Anna Louise Cox, Jennifer Court, Uriya Jurik and Celeste C. da Luz.  

Celeste says: “I’m delighted with the SAOS  bursary 
as it gives me the opportunity to meet other local 
artists and to share ideas among each other, 
which is very rewarding and satisfying.  The       
bursary also activates my creativity with exhibiting 
and promoting, and encourages me to develop a 
new series of work!” 

Surrey Artists’ Open Studios also welcomes a number of          
disability arts groups this year: Artventure Trust, Art 
Matters, The Grange and Creative Response Arts.   We are 
delighted that the programme continues to grow and be an 
inclusive and inspiring event.  

So why not unlock your creativity and discover the wealth of 
artist’s practice - from painting and ceramics to woodwork, 
glasswork and beyond, that we are lucky to have right 
across the county by visiting an open studio this summer?  

For more complete information go to: www.surreyopenstudios.org.uk  
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The Meath Epilepsy Charity based in Godalming has been at the forefront of the 
care industry for many years, a platform for change and creativity in the way it 
carries out its responsibilities.  

In 2005 the Charity ran a Day Centre providing activities which 
were beneficial in the short term but with little potential long 
term outcome. Becky Sheraidah FRSA, a professional artist, 
arrived and presented a new, innovative idea based around the 
concept that 'the purpose of life is a life of purpose'.  

Although the residents did not believe they had much artistic talent, Becky believed 
that everyone could contribute to the creation of beautiful artwork that would sell!  
She had previously evolved the concept of group artistic working, developing 
collaborative methods enabling participants with differing skills to contribute to a 
shared creative activity.  So, with the blessing of the charity’s board, ARTHOUSE 
Meath first saw daylight in 2006. Under Becky’s tuition it was quickly apparent that 
there was an extraordinary pool of untapped artistic talent available to the project. 
The individuals involved had, up to this moment, been characterised by their 
‘disability’ rather than their ‘ability’. Suddenly they were able to see that they could 
be productive individuals and that what they created was admired and valued.  

Using her network of contacts Becky arranged for some of their 
work to be displayed and sold at the London Design Show, Chelsea 
Art Show and Brighton Art Fair.  After this success she commented 
that: “Arthouse members visited these shows and saw their work 
displayed alongside that of mainstream artists. Hearing praise for 
their art built confidence and a feeling of belonging to a successful 
team; people previously trapped in a narrow existence with limited 
expectations were introduced into a world of positive attributes 
which had been unimaginable to them and to many others”. 

Clearly, when individuals feel valued, purposeful and respected for their abilities, 
their emotional and mental health improves which in turn enhances their all-round 
health and wellbeing. 

 

 

Arthouse Unlimited:   
The Story of Arthouse Meath 
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Arthouse Unlimited, their story continues... 
 However, from this excellent beginning, it soon became obvious that the Arthouse 

team could produce more art than it was possible to sell through normal channels. 
So the idea of marketing  ‘products’ with images applied to them was developed. 

There was immediate and obvious benefit for the Artists which positively expanded 
their experiences. And yet only a limited number of them could meet their 
customers by visiting the trade shows! 

Clearly, what would be ideal was a studio/shop where 
they could be part of an artistic community in an artistic 
setting, see their work sold, interact with their 
customers and feel part of a business endeavour.  So 
ARTHOUSE UNLIMITED moved to 96 The High Street in 
Godalming.  But, of course, up went the costs and the 
only way to try to offset these whilst retaining the ethos 
of Artist involvement was to expand.  

One measure of the success achieved by Becky and the 
70 or so artists that regularly come to work in the 
Arthouse is the turn over that over a period of some 10 
years has risen from £8,000 to £392,000 and continues 
to grow! 

Key throughout, and as real today as it has 
been all the way through, has been the 
culture which Becky has created and is 
embraced by the whole team who work at the 
ARTHOUSE:   ARTHOUSE Meath is a collective 
of artists living with complex epilepsy and 
learning disabilities, all of whom require 
varying levels of support.  The artists work 

alongside instructors to create artworks which are developed into designer 
products for sale.  All artwork derives from the skills that each artist brings to the 
enterprise and every contribution holds real value.  ARTHOUSE strives to challenge 
perceptions and to create better acceptance and inclusion for all people living with 
disabilities.  

Colin Stokes, Chairman of the Trustees, Arthouse Unlimited, Registered Charity Number 177900 

For further information go to: http://arthouseunlimited.org 

https://arthousemeath.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c7ba0d409c9581ed64c39d2b7&id=e5b26c70bf&e=ed20957810
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Chris Ingram - Champion of the Arts! 

  Further info: www.ingramcollection.com       editorial 

From messenger boy to museum benefactor!  Chris Ingram 
was born in June 1943.  He started his career in advertising 
in 1960 as a messenger boy and worked in several agencies 
before starting one of the world’s first media agencies in 
1976.  Today, Chris is known as the inventor of the modern 
media agency.  In 2008 he was recognised by Campaign’s 
Hall of Fame as one of the individuals who helped shape 
the UK’s advertising industry. 

Around 2000 his passion for collecting art came into play; 
today ‘The Ingram Collection of Modern British Art’ is one 
of the United Kingdom’s best and most significant 
collections of Modern British Art.  It is recognised as the 

biggest privately owned, publicly accessible, collection of Modern British Art in the 
country.  The collection’s main focus is on the art movements that developed in the 
early and middle decades of the twentieth century. 

Chris Ingram is passionate about making his collection accessible to all, and through 
an innovative and diverse loan programme, he is committed to widening public      
access to art. He is a generous lender and public display is in the front of his mind 
when acquiring art works for the collection, some of which can be viewed in 
galleries and museums across the UK, enabling the public to see some of the finest 
examples of Modern British art.  

Chris Ingram is an incisive man, with an air of quiet  
authority and definitive opinions about the art he so  
passionately collects.   “I’ve got very simple views on 
art: anything I buy I want to be able to look at again 
and again, either because it’s of such stunning beauty 
or, much more likely, I see something different in it 
each time.” The example he gives is a Frink bronze he 
owns called ‘Soldier’s Head II’ (1965). “I had it by the 
side of my desk for two and a half years and  every 
day I could not work out whether this guy was a thug, or  somebody being bullied”.  

Works from the Ingram Collection are on medium-
term loan to the Lightbox in Woking, Chris Ingram’s 
home town.  Four exhibitions each year are drawn 
exclusively from the collection, and art works are also  
rotated on display in the public galleries, increasing 
the opportunity for the public to see some of the best 
examples of Modern British Art. 
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Creation of Woking’s Lightbox 

htpps://www.thelightbox.org.uk 

The Lightbox celebrated its ten year anniversary in September 2017 having 
welcomed thousands upon thousands of new and returning visitors through its 
doors every year. But where did it all begin? 

The first initiative began in 1993 with an intention to create a modest museum for 
the town.  The support of Woking Borough Council was vital to the progress of the 
idea and gradually the concept grew to support the wish of the Council to invest in 
the public realm and use culture as a driver for economic development and 
community engagement.  Public support was tested favourably in 2002, and fund 
raising began in earnest following a successful Heritage Lottery Fund bid of £1.6m in 
2004.  Woking Borough Council contributed £3m to the capital cost and the 
remaining £2.4m was raised by the charitable trust, later to become The Lightbox. 

With funding plans secured, an 
International Architectural competition 
was launched in 2002 for an 
imaginative building. In the end, the 
chosen architects were husband-and-
wife team, Marks Barfield, renowned 
for their design of the London Eye on 
London’s South Bank for the 
Millennium Celebrations. In their words: “The aim was to create a gentle landmark 
and reflect the cultural diversity of the town -  a jewellery box 
that contains all kinds of cultural treasures”.  

Environmental sustainability was a key consideration in the 
design, and the resulting natural light combined with the 
shape of the building led to the adoption of the name ‘The 
Lightbox’ in 2006. It was to become a centre for heritage and 
cultural and community activities of all types. 

In 2008, six months after 
opening, The Lightbox 
won The Art Fund Prize - 
Museum of the Year, also the RIBA SE Award 
for the best new building, in 2009 Small 
Visitor Attraction of the year from Tourism SE 
and in 2012 The Queens Award  for 
Volunteering and The Big Society Award from 
the Prime Minister. 

With more than 100,000 visitors each year to The Lightbox clearly demonstrates 
society’s desire to be in-touch with a wealth of high quality art and culture. 
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The Search Continues…. 
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                                            Editorial Comment 

Over the last 13 years, Guildford Shakespeare Company (GSC) has 
grown to become one of the 
largest producers of home-made,     
professional theatre in Surrey 
whose work has been seen by over 107,000     
people. Having grown from just two actor/
managers,   Sarah Godran and Matt Pinches, GSC 
now employs seven full-time staff, and in 2018 
created 129 jobs for artists and education          
facilitators. As well as the 40 exceptional            

productions to date, their involvement in the arts education sector with young and 
old has earned them a very special place within the Guildford community.  

Last year, GSC’s education department engaged with over 4,900 young students, 
59% of whom were children from under-privileged schools, through their ‘free to 
access’ programmes. They continue to promote social inclusion with an                   
inter-generational project and mental health programme for teenagers and their      
families.  

Their dynamic professionalism has meant that they have enjoyed a good measure 
of success over the years and their present home, a former office building on the    
Midleton Industrial Estate, is bursting at the seams.  However, the area has been               
ear-marked for redevelopment and, in consequence, there is an absolute driving        
necessity to find a more sustainable permanent home. 

Perhaps their thwarted bid to take over Burchatts Farm Barn can be resurrected? 

There seems to be such an obvious cultural association between the fabulous       
heritage property of Burchatts Farm Barn and the Guildford Shakespeare Company 
that it should not be ignored!   

Realisation of this idea would provide the perfect flagship headquarters, to include 
rehearsal and education rooms, storage (props, costume and technical equipment), 
as well as their administrative offices.  This would see the property being used     
every day.  It would allow them to expand their continued support with other     
community and professional theatre groups who are in their infancy, and artists 
needing space to try new work.  

Additionally, Burchatts Farm Barn has 
the potential to house the long-term 
goal of GSC’s own Spiegeltent, which 
would truly see their dream come to  
fruition! 
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GBC’s Arts Development Strategy  
and Public Art Strategy 

Following the launch of the new Arts Development Strategy and Public Art at the 
start of 2018, work has been going on to deliver the annual action plans associated 
with both strategies. 

During 2018, the Council’s Arts Development Service has 
worked with over 1,000 local people of all ages, through a 
number of different projects.  These have included the  Big 
Draw, a month long programme of visual arts workshops 

for all ages, the creation and 
production of an intergenerational 
film to commemorate the end of 
WW1, arts facilitated workshops at 
our FISH play scheme and the 
provision of informal signing 
opportunities for three local 
primary schools and a local special 
needs school. 

The successful implementation of the recommendations of 
the Public Art Advisory Group review, as set out in the 
Public Art Strategy 2018-2023, saw the first meeting of the 

group taking place in February 2019.  The new group is led and chaired by 
independent individuals who were chosen through an open selection and 
recruitment process.  The new PAAG members have a wide variety of skills and 
experiences developed through working in a range of fields and organisations 
including Watts Gallery Trust, Surrey Artists’ Open Studios Programme and the 
School of Communication Design at the University for the Creative Arts. 

Independent members of PAAG, are supported by 
Surrey Hills Arts Manager, Councillor Nikki Nelson-
Smith, Lead Member for Skills, Arts and Tourism, 
cross party Councillor representatives and council 
officers from Arts, Leisure and Planning. 

The group’s role is to assist the Council in the 
implementation of the Public Art Strategy through 
advice, advocacy and monitoring.  The group does not have executive powers but 
will make recommendations to the Council. 

Copies of both strategies can be found at:  https://www.guildford.gov.uk/arts   
More information about the delivery of Year 1 Action Plans for both strategies will 
be available at this web address from May.  

Hannah Dix, Arts Officer 
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GA members and other arts   
organisations may send suitable copy 
or articles for our next edition at any 
time before 20 July for publication on 

or about  15 August 2019.  
Please send your contributions to the 

editor by e-mail. 
gaeditor@guildfordarts.com 

 

MEMBERS: advertise your arts event 
in our regular mail-outs. 

 

E-mail below for the mailing schedule 
and confirmation of available space. 
Flyers should be A5 size or folded A4. 
We send out 450 copies and are able 
to include flyers from other groups, 
dependent on weight at a nominal 
cost of £45 . 

gaflyers@guildfordarts.com 

 Are you interested in or involved in the 
literary, visual or performing arts?  

 

 Would you like to know more about 
what arts events and activities are   
available?   

 

 Perhaps you would like to promote your 
own artistic activities to a wide Guildford 
based audience?   

 

If your answer to any of the above is ‘yes’ 
then Guildford Arts should be of interest. 
 

 We are an organisation dedicated to the 
nurture and promotion of the arts in the 
Guildford area. 

 We are a registered charity that draws 
its membership from both the providers 
of artistic experiences and those who 
delight in and support those offerings. 

 We run exhibitions, talks and events   
organised by ourselves, or in association 
with others. 

 We provide financial support for arts 
initiatives of all kinds. 

 We provide featured promotion of arts             
endeavours in News & Views and events 
promotion on our two web-sites. 

 News & Views                      May - August 2019                               Page 12 

News & Views    
Next Edition May 2019             

Become a Member 

Members’ Flyers in our Mailbag  

Guildford Arts Contacts  - 2019 
 

Chairman:                 Bill Ward                01483 502652         gachairman@guildfordarts.com 

Deputy Chair:           Jan Wilkinson        01483 575125         gamembers@guildfordarts.com 

Web Developer:         John O’Keefe         01483 428560         gawebdev@guildfordarts.com 

Administrator:         Sue Dragon            01483 573538         gaadmin@guildfordarts.com 

Treasurer:                Richard Bowman  01483 533845         gatreasurer@guildfordarts.com  

Membership:            Jan Wilkinson        01483 575125          gamembers@guildfordarts.com 

Small Grants:           Mike Beckwith       01483 234567         gagrants@guildfordarts.com 

N & V Editor:            Roy Hogben FRSA    01483 202636         gaeditor@guildfordarts.com 


